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HOW SINCERE ARE THE REDS? 


The massive peace campaign which the communists have been promoting since January has 
been getting results. Some people are asking seriously whether or not Red peace offers mark the 
dawn of a new day in world affairs. Supporters of this view point to the Red leaders' declarations 
about easing world tension, their apparent desire to negotiate differences, and their sudden will- 
ingness to make concessions on the Austrian Peace Treaty. 


On the other hand, there has been no indication in the communist press that the idea of "live 
and let live" is in the minds of the Kremlin planners. Instead, while communist leaders have been 
talking "peace" in public, the Party press has been calling for a revival of militant communist 


world revolution, 


Since January - when the peace offensive went into high gear — the Soviet Communist Party 
magazine, "Kommunist", has been urging a full-scale return to the Marxist-Leninist program of 
"Workers of the World, Unite". Issue No. 1 in January declared that in the final days of capital- 
ism the "international bourgeoisie" are ganging up for a final battle to crush the international 
proletariat. As a countermove, the magazine called for "international solidarity of the prole- 
tariat and of all working classes to produce a paralyzing blow to forces of reaction." 


The type of "paralyzing blow" Red leaders want was explained by examples. One read, 
"When the English workers at the time of the armed attack of the English bourgeoisie along with 
the bourgeosie of other imperialist powers against the Soviet Union (1918-20) resisted under the 
slogan, 'Hands Off Russia’, this manifestation of internationalism showed the support of all English 
people for peace and for the Soviet Motherland." What this adds up to is a call for Party members 
to raise the cry of "Hands Off Russia" or "Hands Off The Soviet Union" and otherwise hamper 
Western defense efforts in case of any future conflict between the Soviet Union and the West. 


Plans For An Atomic War 


Even more provocative, however, was the editorial in Issue No. 4 in February. Here the 
Party leaders scorned the danger of atomic war to the progress of communism, invited all neutralists 
to rally around "the peaceful camp of socialism", and called on Party members and sympathizers to 
be ready to turn any future atomic war into a civil war against capitalists, 
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While this does not mean that the Reds are now planning to start an atomic war, it strongly 
indicates that they believe an atomic war may take place. The two-pronged maneuver of "peace" 
and world revolution is, in fact, a classic communist tactic of defense against a superior enemy. 
It means that today the leaders of the Communist Empire are worried by growing Western power. 


Senator Walter George (D., Ga.) hit on the reason in a recent speech when he pointed out that 
a rearmed West Germany and a rearmed Japan would overbalance the military power of the Soviet 
Union and Red China. Communist leaders therefore are saying that this means the “imperialists” 
are getting ready to attack the Soviet Union. An editorial in "Pravda" of May 8 declared: "These 
aggressive circles (in the U.S.) are steering toward the unleashing of a new world war; they are 
reviving West German militarism so hateful to the peoples; they are trying to sing the praises and 
to conduct the so-called position of strength policy. This idea is not new. In his time it was the 
policy followed by Hitler." 


Reds Feared Attack Since 1947 


To the non=communist world this different interpretation of current world affairs seems sense- 
less. Nonetheless, Andrei Zhdanov, former chief of the Party's Department of Propaganda and 
Agitation made the same claim some years ago. When he organized the Cominform in 1947, he 
predicted that U.S. imperialist strategy was to rearm Germany and Japan and then to attack the 
Soviet Union. 


This same theme was repeated by Albert Blumberg, the U.S. Communist Party's legislative 
representative, in the May issue of "Political Affairs." He declared that U.S. Congressional 
differences over foreign yateep "“concem not ultimate objectives but tactics — when, where and 
how armed conflict is to be unleashed." 


Following this “analysis" of world affairs, the Reds have turned to Lenin's peace-and-world- 
revolution tactic. Through this means they apparently hope to strip the military shield away from 
the West, neutralize West Germany and Japan, and push U.S. military bases as far as possible from 
Soviet borders. Meanwhile, as the May 8 "Pravda" indicated, they will continue to build up their 
military-industrial might, and prepare to take over more nations following any future war — just as 
they took over numerous countries after World War II. 


Without doubt, this radical change in Party tactics — which accompanied the decline of 
Malenkov and the rise of Krushchev and Bulganin — marks the opening of one of the most dangerous 
periods of American history. As it looks now, if the West voluntarily weakens its power, the way 
will be cleared for a new wave of Red aggression in Asia, Africa and Europe. On the other hand, 
if Western power is further strengthened, it may be possible to preserve peace and even gain further 
concessions from the Reds. The time may be ripe to ask them to show some indication of good faith 
by calling for free elections in Eastern Europe, Byelorussia and the Ukraine. 


As to sincerity; all the evidence from the communist press so far points to one conclusion: 
that the Reds are sincere only in using every tactic possible to destroy the free democratic way of 
life in the West, and to further their own plans of world conquest. 

POLITICAL TARGETS FOR 1956 


Ask any politician in either of the major parties how much influence he thinks the communists 
will have on the 1956 elections and the chances are that he will say, "little or none." 


Nonetheless, the U.S. Reds are devoting a major part of their effort to American politics. 
Because their tactic is one of rising to positions of leadership by means of persuading non- 
communists to accept their views, it is important to watch the direction in which they're going. 

According to the Communist theoretical magazine, "Political Affairs" of April 1955, the 


Reds present strategy is to work within the major political parties in order to influence the selection 
of candidates and issues and to bring about "a more fundamental political regrouping" in 1956. 


What "political regrouping" means can be understood by recalling that the Communist Party 
Program, adopted in April 1954, called for a long-range plan to (I) infiltrate the major political 
parties, (2) cause organized labor to break away from "Big Business-dominated" parties, and (3) form 
a communist-dominated farmer-labor coalition which could be used to gain political power. 


While admitting the strong and so far successful opposition of union leaders to communist 
plans, the magazine declares, "it is the duty of all advanced progressives and especially commu- 
nists, not merely to work with the political action aims of organized labor, and the peoples move- 
ment, but to no instill into these new forms a new political content. This requires bringing 
greater clarity on the main issues, particularly those of peace, and of exerting a constant, unre- 
mitting pressure on labor-endorsed candidates, office holders, and on the political machines." 


Reds Work to Win Masses 


The magazine continues, "It requires patient and methodical work to win the masses for an 
understanding that real independent political action necessitates more than a separate electoral 
apparatus. It necessitates the fight for a more advanced program, for greater labor, Negro, and 
working farmer representation, and for labor emancipation from dependence upon the Big Business- 
controlled old party machines." 


Albert Blumberg, writing in the May 1955 "Political Affairs" again emphasizes that "Labor 
is the key to the future of the breach in the bi-partisan war front and therefore to the outcome of 
the 1956 elections. To influence this question decisively, labor must develop what it does not yet 
possess; an independent active policy for peace" (or in other words, break away from the present 
political parties). 


Under the current phase of the program, communists’ aims are to shelve demands for nationali- 
zation of industry, and to soft-pedal any traditional Red policies which would isolate them from 
organized labor or from the parties into which they are infiltrating. 


Instead the Party will agitate for "a greater relaxation of world tensions, for civil liberties, 
for Negro equality, for jobs and economic security." At the same time, they are mounting a new 
campaign "to double and triple the circulation of literature and newspapers which bring to the 


-people the truth about the Soviet Union, about socialism and about the Communist Party." 


Specific Political Issues Outlined 


In the May issue Blumberg goes into further detail as to how this program will be carried out. 
"The political direction of the struggle requires: (1) unrelenting fire against the Knowland-Radford- 
McCarthy gang of open war-mongers, McCarthyists and Dixiecrats; (2) maximum pressure on Eisen- 
hower to end all appeasement of the Knowlands, quit Quemoy and Matsu, negotiate a settlement of 
the Formosa question and all other problems with the Soviet Union and China, oust the war=now ad- 
vocates from the Pentagon and fire their chief ally, Dulles; (3) independent activity for peace by 


labor and its allies, influencing the Democrats whom they support to extend the emerging struggle 
on peace and foreign policy." 


The issues Blumberg picks out as means of causing dissension are: (1) Quemoy and Matsu, 
(2) a UN seat for Red China, (3) world disarmament, (4) opposition to UMT, (5) social welfare 
program, (6) peaceful negotiation of the Germans and other problems. 


To add fire to this program, Blumberg urged a "restudy of the Program by all clubs" and de- 
clared, "it is necessary to organize concretely the peace activities of the Party forces in the shops 


and communities so that it develops in a planned way, with specific objectives and systematic 
guidance at all levels." 


Although the communists' long-range goal is the creation of a new Red-=controlled farmer- 
labor party, the brunt of the attack at the moment falls on trade unions. It also could affect other 
non=communist organizations and individuals who are not aware of the communist program, The 
task of combating this Red strategy is one of keeping up-to-date on the Party line, of analyzing 
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issues, and of rejecting proposals which strengthen the communists or weaken the growth of U, S, 
world power vis-a-vis the Soviet Union. 


WHAT ABOUT AFRICA? 


At a "Conference in Support of African Liberation" in April 1954 Dr. W.E.B. DuBois, a 
negro lecturer at the Jefferson School of Social Science, declared that a revolution was being 
prepared in Africa. He said it would break out in the Union of South Africa, then spread like 
wildfire across the continent. "It is more than the last battle of the West," he said. "It is the 
third battle of the rising East." The first two: Russia and Red China. 


Despite his prediction, however, there has been no major violence of revolutionary pro- 
portions so far in Africa, aside from the Mau Mau in Kenya — and even that now appears to be on 
the decline. But the quiet of Africa, compared with the momentous events in Asia and Europe, 
does not mean that revolution is not being brewed. Dr. Max Yergan, an outstanding authority on 
African problems’, has declared that the free world is now losing Africa to communism. 


At a "Conference on Contemporary Africa" in Washington August 11 last year, Dr. Yergan 
pointed out that communists were working in French colonies through the French Communist Party, 
and elsewhere through labor unions, the Indian Communist Party, the South African National Con- 
gress and thousands of students who have been to communist centers in the Soviet Union or in 
Western Europe. 


Red tactics, according to Dr. Yergan, are to whip up African nationalism under the slogan, 
"Africa for the Africans". At the same time, they are struggling to weaken European and American 
economic interests, to sabotage military installations, increase bitterness between whites and non- 
whites, and sabotage orderly development of self-government. 


The Reds' "National Liberation" Campaign 


Although it has not been noted in the press, the communists’ liberation program has been 
gaining ground in Africa as well as in Asia. Radio Moscow on April 7, just prior to the Afro- 
Asian Conference in Indonesia, boasted, "The national liberation movement is the main factor 
which determines the present political situation in Africa." 


' The report went on, "After World War Il mass democratic organizations came into being in 
all African territories. There was a rise in the number of strikes...There were risings in Mada- 
gascar, Uganda, Kenya, Morocco, Algeria. There were popular movements in Nigeria, the Gold 
Coast, French West Africa and Union of South Africa. The popular masses are on the move in all 
corners of the immense continent." 


_ Pointing out that the campaign of disobedience against racial laws in the Union of South 
Africa in 1952-53 was organized by the African National Congress and the Indian Congress of 
South Africa, Radio Moscow continued, "At present a movement for calling the All-National 


Congress in the middle of this year is developing in South Africa. The congress will approve the 
United Charter of Freedom (communist=sponsored) ." 


_ Thus, whi le the surface of African affairs appears to be calm, the Reds are indirectly ap- 
plying the heat with the hope that some day soon the pot will boil over into revolution. As Dr. 


—— mentioned, Red agitators in Africa include masses of students as well as hard-core Party 
members. 


The Student Problem in Africa 


The role of students in furthering Red aims in Africa has been brought out by Walter Crosby 
Eells, an educator, who made an extensive tour through Africa a few years ago. According to 
Eells, Africa is seething with "unrest, suspicion, nationalism, and race consciousness." In Egypt 
alone in 1952 there were six Red organizations with substantial student membership. Names of the 
organizations are typical of Red activities: Democratic Movement for National Liberation, 
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Popular Democracy, Egyptian Communist Party, Core of the Egyptian Communist Party, and Red 
Star — all banned by the Egyptian Government. 


Nonetheless, the Egyptian Ministry of Education in 1952 reported that there were 500 com- 
munist students in Egyptian universities, The Red organizations received their orders then via 
Teheran and Beirut. In addition, the International Federation of Students in Prague, a Cominform 
world front group, was sending a steady stream of propaganda to Egyptian universities. 


Conditions were even worse in the Sudan. At Gordon College the majority of the Student 
Union executive committee was communist because of the indifference of non-communist students. 
In 1952 the Reds; some of them "professional" students, attending the college for the sole purpose 
of disseminating Red propaganda, managed to bring about a student strike. 


This situation was topped in Kenya. There Jomo Kenyatta, a leader of the Kikuyu Tribe re- 
sponsible for the Mau Mau uprising, served from 1947 to 1952 as President of the Kenya Teachers 
College. Teachers trained here carried Kenyatta's anti-Western theories into some 200 Kikuyu 
schools. Kenyatta, incidentally, spent two years in Moscow and later shared an apartment with 
Paul Robeson in London, where both were lionized by left wing Marxists. Kenyatta was indicted 
in 1952 and the Teachers College was closed as the result of a Mau Mau uprising. 


Similar conditions exist throughout most of Africa. Some observers already are predicting 
that an outbreak of major violence there is only a matter of time unless Wester efforts are made 
to combat communist agitation. Suggestions offered by various observers so far include an expansion 
of the U. S. Information Agency program, greater coordinated efforts by U.S. firms with interests 
in Africa, and a concerted effort to unmask organizations in the U.S., which have been support- 
ing Red agitation in Africa. 


While the problems in Asia and Europe are of major concern today, progress of the Kremlin's 
plans for world revolution in Africa is too important to be ignored, 


LETTERS FROM MOSCOW — VIA AUSTRIA 


Many leaders of American public opinion have been surprised during the past few months to 
find their mail boxes loaded with airmail letters from Estate-Haus, Mollwald Platz 5, Vienna, Austria. 


That is the headquarters of the World Peace Council, headed by French Communist Frederic 
Joliot-Curie, which is now pressing a worldwide campaign to whip up public support for Soviet 
peace proposals. 


While using the drive for signatures to the Vienna Peace Appeal, which began April 1, to 
carry their "peace" message to the masses, they have also resorted to expensive direct mail tech- 
niques to reach American opinion leaders, penheiline top officials of veterans', women's and other 
organizations. 


What appeals are the Reds using in their attempt to win the support of American leaders? 


The first of this series of propaganda letters, which was mailed in January of this year, con- 
tained a statement by "Professor F. Joliot-Curie" designed to stir up the reader's emotion over the 
atom bombs dropped on Hiroshima and Nagasaki in 1945 and calling for mass action to prevent "pos- 
sible annihilation of all life on our planet." 


This first mailing also included the WPC's declarations of January 19, urging a “struggle 
against the remilitarization of Germany" and a mass campaign “to stop the use of atomic weapons." 


More Propaganda Mailings 


During the following weeks propaganda mailings in turn contained a call issued on March 13, 
for a World Assembly for Peace in Helsinki, an April 1 bulletin on preparations for the World As- 
sembly, and an April 27 bulletin announcing that the Assembly would take place June 22-29. 


By April 1, the aims of the Assembly had been expanded from a fight against German 
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rearmament and for a ban on nuclear weapons to include an appeal for general disarmament and a 
condemnation of military blocs. Meanwhile, the worldwide communist apparatus went into action. 
According to WPC propaganda, so-called national assemblies “in preparation for the World Assembly 
for Peace" had been scheduled in Burma, Colombia, Mexico, France, Poland, Iceland, Czecho- 
slovakia, East Germany, West Germany, Bulgaria, Costa Rica, Cuba, Tunisia, Japan, Soviet 
Union, Italy, Belgium and Spain. 


To bolster this show of world support for the Assembly, a number of "very important people" 
began to take a part in the preparations. Statements supporting the world meeting were made b 
Minoru Takano, General Secretary, General Council of Trade Unions of Japan; Salvador Allende, 
Vice-President of the Chilean Senate; S. O. Davies, Member of the British Parliament, and others. 


Statements by V | P's 


In the April 27 bulletin the big guns were brought out and the tempo of preparations for the 
Assembly was stepped up. The bulletin announced that Edouard Herriot, Honorary President of the 
French National Assembly, had agreed to be president of a committee in the Department of the 
Rhone to call for popular French support of the Helsinki meeting. And there were more statements 
by "VIP's": Alexander Karev, Secretary of the Union of Soviet Baptists; Louise Eisenmenger-Miko, 
President of the Austrian Pacifist Union; Professor C. H. Lassen of Denmark, President of the 
Doctc.s against War Organization; General Lazaro Cardenas, former President of Mexico and others. 


Joliot-Curie would up the April 27 bulletin with a prediction that over 2,000 delegates from 
more than 60 countries, including the U. S., would attend the Helsinki meeting. There they will 
hear speakers condemn military bloc, nuclear weapons, and military bases on foreign soil. They 
will hear praise of Soviet peace and world disarmament proposals and of efforts to block the re- 
armament of West Germany. 


Picked up and repeated by the Reds' propaganda apparatus via radio, newspaper, magazine, 
book, pamphlet and word of mouth, these statements by so-called leaders in some 60 countries will 
be. carried back to millions of people throughout the world. The principal theme of the agitation 
will be as it has been in the past: the Soviet Union is for peace; all who oppose the Soviet Union 
are for war. 


But why are the Reds printing bulletins on costly paper and sending them airmail to American 
opinion leaders? The evidence indicates that the WPC has been told by its Cominform bosses to do 
a complete propaganda job and spare no expense. If such letters persuade just one leader of a 
major nationwide veterans’, women's, religious, ethnic, or civic group to support the aims of the 
World Assembly for Peace, the cost of the entire direct mail program would be more than repaid. 


NEW CHALLENGE FOR NEGROES 


The communists in the United States are hammering together a new program for stirring up 
dissatisfactions among the Negro people and for fanning race hate against the "white bourgeoisie." 


While this plan is still in the formative stages, the indications are that the Red attacks will 
be centered against the Negro workers in Northern cities, as well as among the Negroes in the 
South. According to Party Chairman, William Z. Foster in "Political Affairs" for May, however, 
the major effort will be in the South. "Two thirds of the Negro people live there. That is where 
the big and bitter battles still have to be fought." 


The reason for Party discussion of a new program to exploit the Negro at this time is the 
failure of the past communist programs in this field. Although a few negroes such as Paul Robeson, 
Dr. W.E.B. DuBois, Ben Davis and Claude Lightfoot, have become spokesmen for the Reds, their 
impression on Negroes generally has been slight. 


This record of failure is clearly brought out by Foster. After admitting that the Reds have 
been losing ground among the Negroes, he declared, "In the early days of our Party we erroneously 
considered the Negro question to be simply a class question. A few years later we came to con- 
sider it to be primarily a racial question. Still later we got to understand it as a national question, 
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but in doing this we unwisely discarded almost altogether considerations of the racial factor. This 
is a mistake which we must now correct." 


Red Theory of a Negro Nation 


Behind the developing program is the communist theory that Negroes are a separate nation 
of oppressed people, like the "Irish under the British" or the "Koreans under the Japanese." In 
the light of this idea, the Reds are thinking in terms of building up Negro national solidarity, then 
applying the routine Red agitational techniques used among colonial and dependent peoples in 
Africa and Asia, 


In detailing Party objectives among Negroes in the South, Foster says, the Party must fight 
for "winning of the land for the landless, the securing of jobs in indust the workers, Negro 
penetration of the trade unions, desegregation of the schools, the establishment of civil rights, 
generally, and ultimately the winning of the right of self-determination." In communist terms, 
"self-determination" would mean secession from the U.S. and association with the "peaceful camp 
of socialism". 


The Reds admit that the obstacles to the success of such a program are great. Negro migra- 
tion to the North and greater economic opportunities in both the North and the South are opening 
the way for an increasing number of Negroes to become "bourgeoisie" free enterprisers. Social 
reforms are breaking down the separate Negro school system in the South. 


It is in the field of sports, however, that the Reds have reached an impasse in which their 
policies have caught them going in opposite directions at the same time. “Curiously enough," 
Foster says, "some of the recent reforms the Negro people have won carry a threat to certain 
Negro national institutions. Thus, the entry of Negro baseball players into big league baseball, 
a real victory which was pioneered by the Cotas Party (ed. note: the facts do not support this 
claim), has had a catastrophic effect upon the leading Negro baseball leagues by depriving them 
of their best stars and thousands of their patrons." 


Revival of Race Feeling 


The Reds who seek to isolate Negroes from any non-communist white associations now appear 
to be turning to a new program of racism and race hate against the "white bourgeoisie". Foster 
declares, “Although we communists have over recent years played down the question of race, it 
is a fact nevertheless that our main practical slogans in this field are...those relating to the fight 
against white chauvinism." 


If the projected program is adopted, this theme of racism will be injected by communist 
agitators into concrete issues, such as “abolition of the poll tax, equal pay for equal work, or- 
ganization of Negro workers in basic industry, etc." The object, as Andrew Stevens states later 
in the same magazine, is to direct Negro hate toward the “white bourgioisie" but simultaneously 
to bring the Negro and white worker closer together on political and economic issues. 


As Foster states, "We must orient definitely upon a perspective of increasing struggles in the 
future by the Negro people in alliance with ever greater numbers of white workers. Especially 
must we be aware of this regarding the 1956 national election. The decisive battle on this whole 
question still lies ahead." 


Plan of Infiltration 


In carrying out this program of propaganda and agitation, Foster warns the Party “must avoid 
the Right danger of following uncritically after the Negro Bourgeoisie (ed. note: who are spear- 
heading Negro advances) . . . andalso the Left sectarian danger of refusing to cooperate with the 
Negro bourgeoisie in general which would isolate us from the masses." In other words, the com- 
munists realize that they cannot afford not to cooperate with the present leadership of the Negro 
people, but at the same time they cannot go along with them 100 percent without defeating their 
own purposes. 


This means greater attempts to infiltrate groups of Negro workers bourgeoise Negro 





organizations. It means placing chief emphasis “upon work within the main organizations of the 
Negro people - N.A.A.C.P., Elks, churches, etc." Stevens indicates it also means greater Red 
activity in "F.E.P.C. Committees, Anti-Discrimination Committees, Civil Rights Committees, 
Human Rights Committees, F.E.P.C. Conferences, Anti-Discrimination Conferences, etc." 


Stevens does not claim that the Party has organized any of these committees. Most groups in 
this latter classification are bona fide organizations run by people opposed to discrimination and 
interested in civil rights. The communists, however, have set up fronts in this field of activity and 
this Red directive makes it clear that in the case of non-communist committees of this kind the Reds 
will try to infiltrate them and twist their actions to support Red aims of stirring up civil war between 
Negroes and the "white bourgeoisie." 

The failure of the Reds to make any headway with the Negro people in the past is a good in- 
dication that their new program will also end in failure. Negro leaders who have defeated earlier 
subversive attempts of the Reds can be expected to effectively counteract this one. Yet the new 
drive presents a danger which cannot be overlooked. 


THE PROPAGANDA PROBLEM 


A recent public opinion poll conducted under the auspices of the Fund for the Republic dis- 
closed some interesting facts about Americans' attitudes toward communists. 


The poll showed that most people would throw a communist in jail, fire him as a teacher, and 
take away his citizenship. A majority would report anyone suspected of being a communist to the 
FBI. Only 27 percent of the general public would permit a communist to speak in their community, 
while 51 percent of community leaders would permit one to speak. 


At the same time, 87 percent of the people said they had never known anyone they had sus- 
pected of being a communist. The few who felt they had seen a communist gave their reasons for 
thinking so as, “He was not like us"; "He was always talking about world peace"; "He brought a 
lot of foreign-looking people to his house"; and, "He drinks and acts common-like." 


While the poll showed that most people would take much more drastic action against com- 
munists than the law allows, it also indicated that many have a poor understanding of the nature 


of communism, They are like the man at a two-day anti-communist meeting last year, who said, 
"What's all the talking about? | decided | was against them after the first five minutes." The 
danger is that some Americans who are opposed to communism might be talked into supporting Red 
causes because they are unfamiliar with both immediate and long-range objectives of the Party line, 
and with Red techniques of persuasion. 


Now that the communists are stepping up their propaganda and agitation activities, it is 
increasingly important to keep up to date on both long-range and short-range Party objectives and 
on current Party tactics. The better informed Americans are on this subject, the better are our 
chances of finally defeating communists both at home and abroad, 


Permission to quote all or any part of Freedom's Facts is granted 
if context is preserved and credit given. 





